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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 172 


[Abstract:] Asks value of gold coin. 

Windsor, NC 
August 8, 1891 

Dear Sir: 

I have in my possession a gold coin about the size of a ten-dollar gold piece and the 
description of it is as nearly as I can give it is so follows: On one side it has the head of a virgin 
with face to the left and the right side of the face visible and hair combed down to the base of the 
neck or head of the virgin and combed backwards. On her head is a kind of upright cap. It is 
encircled by thirteen stars except at the top of it is the word “ Liberty ” and under the base is the 
year 1807 the year it I suppose was coined; but no face value on it appears. Thus on the right side 
is the head of the virgin as is described, thirteen stars, the word Liberty at the top and the year 
1807. 


On the obverse or left side is a Eagle with outstretched wings facing the right with 
something extending from the right wing to the left intruding upon right wing and apparently 
suspended in the mouth of the eagle on this is inscribed the words: “E pluribus Unum”. 

The eagle has in his right claws a bunch of arrows and in left claw an olive bush. 

On the body of the eagle is a shield. In the space above the eagle’s head on thirteen states 
and this side is encircled with the words “United States of America”. The edges of the coin are 
milled. This is the description of this coin as near as I can give it. 

Then are in escalation six oblong upheavals which take a place in a quarter circle 
between the letters and the stars at the top of the coin and extend from wing to wing. 

If there is a demand for this coin and a reward for it by the government for a liberal 
reward I will forward it to you but not for its real value. If you are not the proper one to apply for 
such transaction you will please forward this letter to the proper office. 

Please answer me immediately at Windsor Bertie County NC. 

Very truly 

George A. Melvin 



